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STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS. 


SUMMER TERM. 


Districts. A a ee Re Gh 9| 10 11] otal. 
Whole number of Pupils. 31} 30; 48) 19} 43) 28 7 93 33] 25) 24 331 
Average Attendance. - 2a} © 24) SR] SAG] 33) 21] 1] 1g} = yj) Sss19)' «18 246, 
Males. 12 i 26 9} 16 12 14 10 i q 13 146, 
Females. 19} 19 2 10 2 16) 13 13} 19} 16) -11! = 9185 
In Writing. 9 i 15] At 4 Ag) 12} 181" 7] «ak ak 105 
In Geography, rs eager "1 6 4 9}. 13°. TOF To! =o] 8} 106 
In Grammar. 4 3 6 3 6 1 1 4 5 3 2 38) 
In Arithmetic. ; 17 | 24 i ol. 3ai- 19 13 10 20; - 5 173 
‘Length of School. [Weeks.] 15 8 15] 15}111-2 12 12; 18 7 14 1433 
Wages of Teacher per month. $4 00185 o0lgs Oolga Os1g5 33 $5 00185 00/86 00|¢5 00|g4 50} 5 
‘Whole amount of money for the year.|52 00/58 00/83 00/53 00/60 00/60 00/58 00/52 00/63 00/22 50/54 00 4 00/$615 50 
———— rs =| 
WINTER TERM. 
Districts. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9} 10) 11; Total.| 
‘Whole number of Pupils. 38] 90) DOP = 242 a1) 30h 39) at} 25). MOF = 26 362, 
Average Attendance. 28] 30] 35}. 22- «30}~ 20} = 32) —18}+ 17}. Q4P~ 15 271) 
Males. | 2 14 27 13 21 18 26 12 18 10 15 194 
Females. Loa 18 21 23 14 20 12 13 12 7 17 11 168) 
In Writing. | A 13 = 6} 11} 35) 20} 14] aol 2} 10) 161 
In Geography. 11] 10} © 22 11 7 i 6 9 105 
In Grammar. 6 9 8 6 3 3 9 4 61 
In Arithmetic. | 2 19 26 : a ai] 93 15 21 19 259 
‘Length of School. [Weeks.] 8 8 10 12 f 6: 10 103 
‘Wages of Teacher. $15 |g16 [$16 i a° ssa 4 sla las $8 00 $13 |g14 ‘g14 | 
Proportion of money toeach scholar.| 1 37| 1 66} 1 66] 1 96| 1 46] 2 00| 1 48 2 16! 1 90} 1 50| 2 00 
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, OF THE 


-SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


In presenting to the town their annual report, the superin- 
tending school committee take great pleasure in saying that 
common school education is evidently on the advance in this 
place. It is believed that no year has witnessed greater pro- 
gress than the last. They would attribute this, as much to the 
increased interest on the part of parents, as to the increased 
fidelity on the part’ of teachers. They feel the more confident 
in this statement from the fact that in those districts where most 
parental interest has been expressed, greatest advances have 
been made. 

A lively interest throughout the district in the success of the 
school will manifest itself not only in the careful selection of 
teachers and in the liberal supply of every convenience for the 
school room, but in those nameless little attentions and expres- 
sions, which though small in themselves, are by their combined 
influence mighty in their results. A word of encouragement— 
of approbation—or of sympathy, will send the teacher to the 
school with a lighter heart—awaken in his breast a more ardent 
love of his employment, and a livelier affection for his pupils. 
It willmake the hours of the day glide more cheerfully away 
and give ten-fold success to all his endeavors. 

Nor are the susceptible minds of the scholars less keenly alive 
to those influences from without the school which encourage 
them to make exertions within it. They readily catch the im- 
pulses and sentiments of those who are about them. In their 
plans and pursuits they are the miniature representations. of 
their seniors. Wesee this in the amusements of very young 
children. If they have witnessed a military training, the scene 
is sure to be re-enacted with wooden swords and mimic guns— 
while a 4th of July celebration. will be followed with the ban- 
dana flag and the pewter cannon. ‘This disposition ‘to re-pro- 
duce whatever they see others doing is characteristic of youth ; 
and it is a fact of great interest as applied to education. If 
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children see their parents and their older brothers and sisters 
engaged in reading and the improvement of their minds, they 
will feel the same, while on the other hand if books and learn- 
ing are lightly esteemed at home, children—though they may, 
under the influence of an extraordinary teacher, feel a tempo- 
rary engagedness—are not Lely to have a lasting enthusiasm 
in the pursuit of learning. 3 


Agents—or Prudential Committces, are very important officers 
in a school district—and by their care in selecting teachers— 
presenting them for examination—keeping the school house in 
good repair—furnishing plenty of dry wood—notifying the su- 
perintending committee of the time of commencement and close 
of the term, and by visiting with them they contribute greatly 
to the success of the school. We are happy to say that they 
have manifested a commendable interest the past year, and by 
their ready co-operation have done not a little to facilibate our 
labors and render them agreeable. . 


Teachers. We were pei: Fog: fortunate in having good 
teachers the lastsummer. ‘There was not one approbated by 
us, whom we should not be glad to see employed again. It is 
true that they possessed different degrees of merit, but all were 
very successful. With a few exceptions, we could make the 
same remark of the teachers of the winter schools. It is impor- 
tant to employ teachers of wakeful and stirring habits of mind— 
those who will think and move rapidly, and who by the spright- 
liness of their own mind will aipont life and vigor to all the ex- 
ercises of the school-room. 

If there is anything that will depamalin the nated y Rp das sina 
ergies of our youth, it is the teacher who moves about as though 
locomotion were a burden, and puts his questions with a drawl- 
ing, measured tone. We have had a few such the past winter, 
while we have had some of the opposite stamp, and the con- 
trast in their schools was very great. -'There are some teachers 
well qualified in all respects, except that their blood moves too 
sluggishly through their veins. .Itis no reproach to them. But 
nature has designed them for other employments. 

In the routine of common school exercises there is a con- 
stant tendency to degenerate into a dull formality. The mind 
becomes weary with the monotony where the exercises are ev- 
ery day alike, just as the eye becomes weary with the dead lev- 
el of a prairie, or the ear with anunvarying sound. te 

The ingenious and active teacher will at once dispel this. mo- 
notony from the school-room, and fire the youthful mind with en- 
thusiasm in the daily discovery of new ideas andin the pleas- 
ing consciousness of making .progess. . In such a school 
there are no parrot-like recitations, or recitations read from 
books concealed. 

Unless the mind of the pupil be in a wakeful and engaged 
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state, it does not retain impressions. What is gone over this 
winter must be repeated next. Such efforts of the youthful 
mind are but laborious trifling, or they are rather like the move- 
ments of the insect upon the window-pane, that buzzes and buz- 
zes, but makes no progress onward. 


- Statistics. In making out the table we did not get full re- 
‘turns from summer school in No. 2 and 93 and winter school 
in No.9 and 11. If in reference to these districts there is any 
slight error in the table, this circumstance will explainit. It is 
doubtless very nearly accurate. It should be noted that while 
the whole number of scholars in summer was 331, the average 
attendance was only 246, and in the winter with 362 scholars, 
the average attendance was only 271. Here isa loss of almost 
one third of our schools. Is there no remedy 2 

It is gratifying to observe that the amount of money divided 
among the districts is about $30 more than it was last year, 
and last year it was $100 more than the year before.. It is un- 
questionably good economy to support schools liberally, and 
thus diminish the expenses of alms-houses and jails ; to say 
nothing of the intelligence and virtue, and industry, and good 
citizenship that are promoted by a free support and hearty en- 
couragement of our common school system.. 


Remarks on the Districts: No.1. Mr. William McKean, 
Agent.~ ‘The summer school was taught by Miss Lydia A. At- 
wood of Nashua. Unusual interest was given to the reading 
exercises in this school by questioning the pupils as to what 
they had been reading. It was evident that it had the effect 
not only to improve them in reading, but to awaken and de- 
velope their power of thought. ‘Their eyes would sparkle with 
delight when they came to recount what they had read, and 
they would go into the most minute particulars with great accu- 
racy. ‘The government of the school was kind, and if there 
was less restraint on the scholars than in some other schools, 
they were nevertheless studious and made good improvement. ~ 

Mr. Robert P. Nichols of Litchfield, taught the winter 
school. He maintained a good discipline and required his pu- 
pils to be thorough in their recitations, which we regard as a 
matter of great importance.. Accurate habits of mind are sure 
to lead to mature scholarship. Some few of the scholars were 
deficient in books, which was greatly to their disadvantage. 


Wo. 2. Mr. Israel W. Crooker, Agent.. Atthe close of the 
summer school a violent thunder-storm prevented our visiting 
it; and the ill health of one of our number who was expected 
to examine the winter school at its close, defeated his attendance. 
We cannot therefore speak with as much definiteness as we 
could wish, respecting this district. 'The first teacher employ- 
ed in the summer school was retained without the recommen- 
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dation of the committee. We understand that there was some 
dissatisfaction in the district, and she closed after a few weeks. 
Miss Nancy J. Parker of Amherst, was then employed four or 
five weeks and was, it is believed, very well liked. 

‘The winter school was under the instruction of Mr. David A. 
Davis of Hancock. He seemed fully to appreciate the respon- 
sibility of his trust and to exert himselfin behalf of the school. 
But he evidently suffered from the’ prostration of enfeebled 
health, and probably did not manifest his usualenergy. At the 
examination the scholars seemed to be kindly disposed, though 
there was less animation and promptness than usual. 


No. 3. Mr. James Parker, Agent. In this district we can 
report very gratifying progress. Miss Elizabeth Karr of Lynde- 
borough, the teacher of the summer school, gave general satis- 
faction. Her exercises in vocal music were evidently attended 
with good results. The same remark will apply to all the 
schools where it was practiced. We were particularly pleased 
with the remarkable neatness that was observed in the school 
room. The floor and benches indicated that water and soap 
were not wanting. The effect of general neatness cannot but 
be favorable upon the habits and feelings of youth. While it 
elevates their taste, it renders the place and the duties of school 
more attractive. 

Mr. Alexis Proctor of Derry, has now taught the winter 
school two seasons. As an indication of the interest that has 
been awakened the past winter, we were told that for two weeks 
together, there was scarcely a half day, which did not witness 
visitors. ‘This is as it should be. It is not surprising that in 
such a state of things, the scholars appeared animated—that 
there was in all the classes manifest improvement—that their 
prompt answers in a distinct and animated voice, indicated a 
wakefulness of mind—a degree of self-respect, anda desire 
for improvement that was peculiarly gratifying. At the close 
of the public school almost every family in the district contri- 
buted to prolong the term another month. 


No. 4. Doct. Eaton, Agent. It is always pleasant to visit 
a school where industry and cheerfulness prevail, and where it 
is the manifest endeavor of every scholar to do as well as they 
can. Suchseemed to be the case in this school last summer, 
under the instruction of Miss Jane Anderson of Nashua, who 
applied herself with fidelity and success. 

Nor was the interest at all abated while Miss Adaline MeGil- 
vray of Peterborough, instructed the winter school. We have 
the past year recommended to all our teachers, particular at- 
tention to reading and spelling, and we think that in a majority 
of the schools creat progress has been made in these branches. 
Reading is the key that unlocks the treasures of knowledge. 
‘Yo use it skillfully requires more than the ability of a ready ut- 
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terance and of a correct articulation ; it requires that tlie nitnd 
be so trained as to seize upon the thought. Most of our read- 
ing in-practical life is mental and not vocal. We run our eye 
over anewspaper or book and utter no sound while we pursue 
the thought. Now this mental reading is as mucha matter of 
education as vocal reading. Each of them are invaluable ac- 
complishments. ‘The former is not attained to any great per- 
fection without thorough mental discipline and great power over 
the attention. When it is once attained, the scholar is sure to 
be a lover of books, and is already on the highway to eminent 
attainments. Miss McGilvray awakened great interest in spell- 
ing, which communicated itself to the district generally, who 
came in, in large numbers and joined her evening classes to the 
great gratification of the children who were delighted to see 
their parents encouraging their youthful endeavors. 


No. 5. Mr. Walter Reed, Agent. The summer school was 
taught by Miss Almira S. Spalding of Lowell. In_ visiting this 
school we were deeply impressed with the advantage of havy- 
ing a teacher who has herself been educated in a good school, 
and who has in her minda correct model of school-keeping. 
Perhaps there is no place where the public schools are better . 
than in Lowell. Miss S. evidently had in her mind a high 
standard of excellence, and she was very successful in bringing 
her school in a good measure up to it. She employed new and 
ingenious methods to awaken the ambition of her pupils, and to 
teach them sentiments of propriety. 

We may in this connection say that arrangements are made 
for opening a schoolin this county on purpose to educate fe- 
male teachers, where all the expenses except board will be free 
to all in the county who intend to teach school. In connection 
with it, there will be a model school of young scholars in which 
each teacher will have opportunity to exercise her skill and to 
witness the skill of others. ‘There are many teachers who have 
learning and other requisite talents, but who fail from not hay- 
ing in their mind a correct idea of what a district school should 
be. Give them a pattern and they will make a school like it. 
To do this, is the design of the Normal school about to be es- 
tablished at Milford, by the County Common School Association. 

Mr. John F. Marsh of Nashua, taught his second term here 
the past winter. We were not apprised ofthe time of closing 
the school, but at our examination it appeared promising—of 
Al scholars, 40 studied arithmetic. 


No. 6. Mr. Severence, Agent. Miss Elizabeth J. McKean 
of this town, had charge of the summer school and was in all 
respects very successful in this her first attempt. By her ani- 
mated method of communicating instruction, she inspired the 
youthful ardor of her pupils, and they appeared at the examin- 
ation to have made good improvement. 
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Mr. L. W. Wilkins of this town, was teacher in the winter 
school. In consequence, as we believe, of sickness in some 
families, there was a falling off of numbers and apparently of 
interest, toward the close of the term. The progress of the 
larger scholars was very unequal. Some appeared remarkably 
well, while others appeared as remarkably indifferent. It would 
seem in this view that the failure on the part of the latter must 
be attributed mainly to themselves. Mr. W. isa good scholar 
and thorough in his niethod of instruction. 

It deserves to be noticed that this is the only district in town 
that has employed teachers belonging in town. Every other 
district has been supplied, both summer and winter, by teachers 
from abroad. 4s it to be accounted for on the principle that a 
prophet is without honor in his own country? Oris there a 
lack of teachers here? While we most cordially weleome 
good teachers from abroad, we should be glad to see more of 
the talent and enterprise of our youth consecrated to this de- 
lightful and noble employment. Who can estimate the value 
of a faithful teacher, whose soul is in the work ? His labors*are 
lasting as that immortal tablet « on which he cae |S his imper- 
ishable record. 


No. 7. Mr. Levi Fisher, Agent. In this school-there has 
been a gradual improvement of late. Miss Martha J. Gage’ of 
Bedford, taught in. the summer. with general ‘success. She 
maintains excellent discipline. Perhapsthe scholars at times 
felt under too much restraint. Weare aware that greater dan- 
ger lies in the opposite extreme. We render the exercises of the 
school-room attractive and profitable by consulting the tastes 
and habits of the pupils. And we know that in their very na- 
tures they are active and buoyant, and cheerful. While we 
would not urge a young scholar to school contrary to his incli- 
nation, we would not for the same reason have him so much res- 
trained while there, as to associate an pleasant ideas with books 
and learning. | 

The agent was judicious in employing Mr. George MeAllas- 
ter a second time to teach the winter school. We should do in- 
justice not to say that at the examination every scholar present, 
gave evidence of great improvement. It is an interesting fact 
that 39 scholars in this school attended to composition and de- 
clamation. ‘The exercises in mental and written arithmetic 
were excellent. ‘The teacher has been very industrious and his 
pupils have caught the same spirit. 

During the last autumn the district made an entire renovation 
in the interior of their school-house. It is now very comforta- 
ble and convenient. 


No. & Mr. McC. Wilkins, Agent. Both the summer and 
the winter school were under the instruction of Miss A. M. 
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Dodge of Amlierst, who is in all respects an excellent teacher. 
In an unostentatious and quiet manner she despatched business 
with rapidity, and nothing is passed over by her pupils until it 
is thoroughly understood. We have seldom been more gratified 
in an examination than we were at the close of her winter term. 

_Every year strengthens us in the opinion, that female teach- 
ers might with advantage be more generally employed in our 
small winter schools. In our examination of teachers we find 
that young ladies are on an average quite as well qualified in 
respect to education, as young gentlemen, and in most instances 
they are more familiar with the branches usually taught in school. 
Besides it is well knownthat they commonly possess more pa- 
tience and tact in the instruction of youth. 


No. 9.. Mr. James Hale, Agent. Miss Adaline McGilvray 
of Peterborough, has taught this school two summers with un- 
wearied assiduity and skill. Those that have availed them- 
selves of the privileges which such a school afforded have deriv- 
ed great advantage. We have regretted to see that some lads in 
the district are permitted to attend school occasionally a day or 
a half day and the remainder of the time roam in the streets 
and hang about places of concourse. We cannot but believe 
that if the extent of the evil were known and the inevitable con- 
sequences of it seen, parental love would seek a prompt remedy. 

The winter school was under the instruction of Mr. Franklin 
Plummer of Piscataquog village. He is young and will un- 
questionably improve by experience. More efliciency both in 
instruction and government would have given him better suc- 
cess. ‘The school closed without our knowledge, and as we did 
not visit it but once, we cannot speak of the improvement that 
was made. 


No. 10. Mr. John McConihe, Agent. Though this district 
has less money than any other in town, yet in point of scholar- 
ship the school compares favorably with our larger districts. 
The parents show by their ready co-operation with teachers that 
they take a lively interest in the education of their children. 

Miss Mary Caroline Colburn of Lincoln, Mass. was employed 
in the summer school. She entered with zeal and fidelity upon 
this her first attempt at teaching. At the examination at the 
close of the term, the exercises were prompt and animated, testi- 
fying alike to the success of the teacher and the diligence and 
proficiency of the pupils. 

Mr. George L. McAllaster of Bedford, was employed to in- 
struct the winter school. At our first examination it appeared 
in all respects very promising, and from the well known repu- 
tation of the teacher we may safely infer that the expectations 
ofthe district were fully met. Unfortunately we did not get 
notice in season to attend the elosing examination. 
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No. 11. Mr. Amasa Estey, Agent. This is a small school 
composed mostly of small scholars. In the summer it was un- 
der the instruction of Miss Sarah A. Winnek of Lowell, who 
proved herself to be a teacher of superior merit. She has a 
happy faculty of despatching business with ease and rapidity. 
Every moment is turned to good account. At the examina- 
tion the school appeared very well. 

The winter school was instructed by Mr. William U. Gage of 
Bedford. The large scholars seemed to make more improve- 
ment than the small. Two or three young men who attended 
the school set an example of industry and progress. which we 
could wish had been imitated by the younger pupils. ‘The ay- 
erage attendance both summer and winter was very small com- 
pared with the whole number. 


By a reference to the table it will be seen that all the districts 
have suffered serious losses by the irregular attendance of schol- 
ars, Wecommend this subject to the attention of parents. It- 
is not aloss in dollars and cents merely.--It leads to serious 
defects of character, by producing wigs knowledge, as alsoa 
want of promptness through life. 


In closing this report we end the rupaee of another year. 
Our task has been full of solicitude and responsibility—but it 
is in connection with a cause that is fullof hope and promise. 
We see the subject of education assuming a higher place every 
year. Inits advancement we all have a common interest, in 
all needful exertions let us bear a common part. 

STEPHEN T. ALLEN, Superintending 
JACOB BUR NAP, ¥ School 


SIMEON KENNY, Jr. Committee. 
Merrimack, February 27, 1846. 


TR CRIP ORT 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN. 


The Selectmen of the town of Merrimack for the year 
1845—6, submit the following statements of receipts and dis-- 
bursements. — 


j RECEIPTS. 

Amount in the 'Treasury March 10, 1845, 74 57 

Due from County March 10, 1846, 85 92 
$160 49 

Amount assessed for the year 1845, 2121 98 

‘Received of County for paupers, 315 00 

_ 46 Thomas B. Gilmore in part, 138 00 

s s&LLiterary fund, 32 74 

6 Railroad tax, 279 93 

sc I. Riddle’s heirs for taxes in 1839, 14 09 

2 Rodney Arbuckle’s note 3 1 00 

* County for support of N. Roach, 19 31 

te Due from heirs of Peter Woods, 49 28 
$2846 33 

DISBURSEMENTS. 


REPAIRS OF BRIDGES. 


Joseph Marshall, for building bridge and two 
stone abutments across Baboosuck Brook, 180 00 


Jabez Stevens, for lumber for same, 48 78 
Nathan Parker, for mud-sill, 1 50 
H. G. Hutchinson, for hauling plank, 2 00 


Josiah Seaverns, for plank for Field’s bridge, 10 93 
Charles H, Longa, for plank for Turkey hill 
bridge, 9 06 
Daniel Robbins, for plank for bridge near Fos- : 
dick Mills, 1 91 
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road 


James Duncklee, for plank. and stringer for 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Cash paid the Prudential Committees, to wit : 


$282 07 


bridge near his mill, 24 23 
John Wilkins, for snowing Turkey hill bridge, 1 00 — 
John Hardy, for plank, 1 ig 
David Jones, for repairing bridge over Baboo- 

suck brook, 1 50 

Repair of Roads near J. B. Holt’s.- 

James Duncklee, for labor and gravel, 14 30 
Charles O. Gould, for labor, | 1 00 
J. B. Holt, for labor and gravel, 26 70 
William McKean for labor, 4 40 
James 'T’. Lovejoy, for ie 1 50 
Benjamin Farley, , 2 20 
William McClure, 40 
Benjamin P. Farley, . a. 
John McClure, , 22 
John Parker, . 6 00 
William Patterson, 7 00- 
George W. Hand, 4 40 
Walter Read, 6 00 
Peter E. Smith, 7 37 
Daniel Chandler, | : 1 00 
Franklin Wright, ‘ 2 00. 
George W. Sargent, 3 00 
Jonathan Hartshorn, Jr. 2 00. 
Alfred Spalding, 7 4 00 
Daniel T. Ingalls, for labor and money pd out, 13 50 
Amos Turrell, for labor, m 00 
Smith E. Fields, | 2 00 
Gilman T. Foot, 1 00 
Hiram Roby, Sis : -- 2.00 
Zacheus Patterson, 1 00 
Daniel Larrabee, 1 00 
Joseph Butterfield, 1 000 
Israel Fuller, 5 00 
Frederick McKean, 20 


$124 67 


District No. 1, William McKean, 52 00 
« No. 2. Israel C. Crooker, 58 00 
ss No. 3, James Parker, . 8&3 00 
$6 No. 4, Harrison Eaton, 53 00 
ss No. - 5, Walter Reed, 60 00 


6 No. 6, Josiah Seaverns, 60 00 
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District No. 7, Levi Fisher, | 48 00 
6 No. 8, Alex. Mec Wilkins, 52 00 
6 No. 9, James Hale, 63 00— 
3 No. 10, Oliver McConihe, —- 22 50 
“ No. 11, Amasa Esty, © 54 00 
; $615 50 


MILITARY EXPENSES. 
Cash paid soldiers, for rations on muster field to wit : 


Capt. McConihe’s company, _- 12 00 
Capt. Simond’s company, 2 00 
Capt. Weston’s company, 5 00 
Paid soldiets returned on the following rolls : thye 
Capt. McConihe’s company, 12 men, 12 00 
Capt. Simond’s company, 4 men, ‘ 4 00 
Capt. Weston’s company, 1 man, 1 00 
eae $31 50 


, SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Cash paid to order of building com. dis. No. 9, 


David Jones, 25 00 
_H. G. Hutchinson, district No. 7, 45 00 
$70 00 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
Rev. Stephen T..Allen, | 17 50 
Jacob Burnap, | 10 50 
Simeon Kenny, Jr. 5 00 
. - $33 00 
. TOWN OFFICERS—szarvices OF 
Caleb Join Town Clerk, 6 00 
David Jones, Selectman and overseer of poor 37 00 
Daniel Moore, Jr. * 6 42. 00: 
Daniel 'T. Ingalls, ‘ 4 37 00 
William McKean, Town Treasurer, - ; 5 00. 
> ' $127 00 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
Cash paid Oliver Spalding, for surveying, &c. 4 00 
Simeon Kenny, for 2 00 
Ruth McConihe, for damages biéaking wagon, 2 25 
Daniel Moore, Jr. for tax book, postage, station- 


_ ery and highway warrants, 2 21 
Charles K. Mitchell, for care of meeting-house, 5 00 
Albin Beard, for printing reports in 1845, ~ 14 00 


Daniel Wheeler, for stone monument at north 
west corner of town, 7o 
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R. H. Pratt, for collecting taxes,. 42 43 
Charles K. Mitchell for land to enlarge the 
burying ground, 2 50. 
R. H. Pratt, for the religious society for their 
proportion of railroad money, 17 00 . 
. $92 14 
Cash paid for non-resident highway tax receipts, 13 938 
R. H. Pratt, for abatement on his list for 1845. 23 50 
ALMS - HOUSE—pat Ar THE Farm. 
Benjamin M. Hills, in part for services, 50 00 
Dr. Harrison Eaton, for professional services, 11°00 
Merrill & Parker, for store goods, 61 47 
Anderson & Nichols, for do. 59 82 
Benjamin M. Hills balance due for services, 
-and money paid out, 165 00 
$347 29 
Paid for support of the Poor off the Farm. 
Daniel Moore for the support of widow Patty 
Woods, from Nov. 29, 1845, to Mch. 10, 1846, 49 28 
Paid town of Hooksett for the support of Mrs. 
Zebediah Fields, 06 44 
‘Town of Mason for the support of widow Abi- 
gail Spalding, 44 25 
David Jones for 1 1-2 cords wood to S. Roby, 2 25 
Paid for the support of Hannah Barnes, 12 00~ 
$144 22 
ALMS HOUSE, DR. 
Cash paid the following bills, to wit : 
Alexander Wilkins, for well bucket, , 1 00 
Hugh Jameson, for store goods, 8 65 
Matthew Miller, for 1 bushel of corn, 75 
Beajenns M. Hills, for 16 bushels corn, 12 00 
‘¢ for 12 1-2, bushels rye, 9 18 
¥ “© for 4 1-2 Ib. of hops, 45 
A “ for & galls. of vinegar, 62 
im ‘¢ for use of 2 lumber wagons, 5 00 
Alpheus Goodwin, for labor, 37 44 
Benj. M. Hills, for expenses to Hooksett, 1 25 
Mrs. Miller, for making clothes, i 50 
Charles K. Mitchell, for spirits, 25 
Levi W. Hodge, for repairing horse harness, 6 82 
Frances Odell, for labor and vinegar, 3°74 
John Stone, for labor, 4 77 ; 
Dr. Fitch, for services, 1 00 
Isaac C. Shed, for labor, ; A 50 
Abel Blood, for shearing eight sheep, 32 


Daniel Hartshorn, for 1 plough point, 25 
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John Moore, for goods, 


William Butterfield, for repairing clock, 


Francis McCluer, for labor, 

Charles Drinkwater, for carding wool, 
Kendrick & Tuttle, for goods, 

Albert Robbins, for labor, 

William Barron, for cradling rye, 
John McConihe, for lime mortar, 
Jesse Parker, for bricks, 

EK. Blodgett, for beef, 

Rhoda Robbins, for tailoring, 

James Fosdick, for mending shoes, 
Upton, for crackers, 

Mrs. Kittridge, for weaving, 

Reuben Goodrich, for mending boiler, 
Asa King, for fresh fish, 

John Taggard, for repairing atoek, 
Caleb Dodge, to balance’ Accounts, 
John Gilson, 66 

Benjamin Billings, for aan shoes, 
Mathew Kennedy, to balance accounts, 
James Kendall, for blacksmithing, 


B. M. Hills, for services as superintendent, 


"3 for cash by town order, 


Paid Dr. Eaton, for professional services, 


‘© ~~ Anderson & Nichols for Soods, 
‘Parker & Merrill 


ALMS-HOUSE 
By cash of 

Matthew Miller, for onions, 
Caleb Dodge, for 2 gallons soap, 
Sumner Morgan, for 1 calf, 
. John Frye, for drawing lumber, 
Caleb Dodge, for hay, 
Moody Dodge, for 5 spruce poles 
B. M. Hills, for working his tax, 
Jacob Burnap, for 3 pigs, 
J. B. Holt, for 2 pigs, 
Hugh N. McQuesten, 2 pigs, 
David Jones, 2 pigs, 
Nathan Parker, Jr. for wood, 

“6 ‘¢ 4 bushels onions, 
Ignatius Bagley, 23 1-4 lbs. Turkeys, 
David Jones, 40 lbs. butter, 

¥ 26 bushels oats, 
ef 6 2 bushels onions, 
Lucien Fosdick, for horse-hire, 
James Parker for sled runners, 


5 69 
14 56 
200 00 


CR. 


$493 03 
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James Hale, for 1785 lbs. straw, 
Benjamin M. Hills, for 10 bushels corn, 
for 10 bushels rye, 

24 for 350 hop poles, 

6 for use of team, 
Enoch Gage, for hay, 
B. M. Hills, and team for labor on bridge 
Daniel T. Ingalls, for 1 pig, 
John McGilvary, for boards, : 
E. P. Parkhurst, for labor of I. Fields, 
Matthew 'T. Peabody, for 2 bushels rye, 


7 


| eessyssasesse 


Henry Fretts, 1-2 bushel onions, 45 PH. bbe 
County Paupers, _ | | $407 78 
Leaving against the alms-house, a balance of $85 25 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount of assessments and ‘receipts for the 
current year, _ 8006 82 
From which sum the following Sicbilvedstedie | 
have been made, to wit: 
Cash paid for State tax, 987 40 
County tax, . 363 72 - 
ff Repairs of bridges, — 282 07 
ce Z highways, ».. > . » “424-67 
ge Support of schools, 615 50 
6 Military expenses, Bl DU. 
-, Superintending school committee, 33 00 
ce Incidental expenses, 92 14 
Non-resident highway tax receipts, 13 93 
Abatement for the current year, 23 50 
Services of Town officers, 127 00 
For expenses at alms-house, 347 29 
Cash paid for school house tax in dis. No.9, 25 00 
ef school house tax in dis. No.7, 45 00 
$6. to order given last year, 55 04 
“ support of paupers off the farm, 144 22 
$2610 98 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town on the | 
business of the current year of 395 84 


The town is now in debt as follows : ' 

Note to Robert McGaw including interest up to 
April 1, 1846, 1157 17 

Deduct the amount in the treasury, _ B95 84 


Leaves the debt of the town, 


$761 33 


* 
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It will be seen by the report of the Selectmen, that the town 
has been at more expense than usual for the support of paupers 
off the farm. 'The town was called upon to pay a charge at 


uy for the support of Mrs. Zebediah Fields, amounting 


44, in consequence of a broken leg. Also, to pay to 
the towh of Mason for the support of Mrs. Abigail Spalding, 
during a fit of sickness, amounting to $44 25. Measures have 
been takento prevent any further cost from Mrs. Spalding. 
‘The town has had to make provision for the nursing and board 
of widow Patty Woods, from November 29th, 1845, to March 
10th, 1846, which bill amounts to $49 28. It ‘is said by good 
counsel that. the heirs are liable to the town for her support, as 
some of them are abundantly able to pay the same. 


It will be seen by the within report, that the expenses at the 
town farm for the past year, amounts to eighty five dollars and 
twenty five cents, after deducting the credit of the town farm 
for boarding the county paupers, together with the receipts of 
the town farm from other sources as shown by the superintend- 
ent’s book. ‘This calculation allows nothing for the interest on 
cost of farm, &c. 


‘There are at the present time, eleven paupers at the farm, 
four of whom are supported by the county at one dollar per 
week each, and clothing found. We have visited the farm, and 
are in duty bound to speak well of the management there, both 
in doors and out. Every thing appears to bein place and in 
good order, and we cannot butrecommend tothe town to se- 
cure the services of the present superintendents. ‘The amount 
of stock compares favorably with that of last year. ‘The amount 
of hay falls considerable short of last year, but the grain and 
provisions exceed those of any previous year. 

If the family continues to increase at the farm, it will be ne- 
cessary to enlarge the house room, as there is little enough for 
the present family. It will also be seen that the expenditures 
for bridges have exceeded the amount calculated for that pur- 
pose, as there has been a new bridge built the last season with 
stone abutments across the Baboosuck brook near the Peter 
Woods place. ‘The most of the money expended for the re- 
pairs of highways, was at. the south part of the town to prevent 
a fine against ‘the town, as the road was under an-indictment. 
It will likewise be seen that there has been paid to the Merri- 
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mack Religious Society the sum of seventeen dollars; this® 
sum was out of the money received of the State for the railroad 
tax, and paid agreeable to an act passed June session, 1843. 
It is confidently believed that by raising the sum of eig : 
dred dollars a year for town charges, with prudent _m fe 
ment the.town may in a few years pay the remainder of. the 
debt together with the expenses of the town and save our being 
burthened with heavy taxes. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


s 


DAVID JONES, _ Selectmen, 
DANIEL MOORE, Jr. ! Of An siee - 
DANIEL T. INGALLS, Merrimack, 
Merrimack, March, 4, 1846. 
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